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2009 UMCD Global Conference in Seoul, Korea
Twenty–four UMCD members and friends from the US and two from Kenya attended the 2009 UMCD Global Gathering/2nd Global Gathering of Deaf Methodists in Seoul, South Korea.  They arrived on Thursday, July 30, 2009, went on a tour to various on July 31 and August 1 and morning of August 2, 2009. UMCD Global conference began in the afternoon of August 2 and continued until noon, Wednesday, August 5.  About 370 people attended this conference – from the U.S., Kenya, South Korea, Japan, Guam, China, Singapore, Sri Lanka, the Philippines, Vietnam, and Uganda. 
Below are comments from some of our UMCD members who went on this trip:
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and Saviour. I was very impressed at the Korea conference on how to expand Deaf mission to the world. Also the speakers shared wonderful methods of preaching and challenged the Deaf mission to trust and not to turn to every speaker in television programmes.  Deaf people came together and express, share with other countries to empower one another in mission work.  Apostle Paul challenged Christians (Romans 12:2).  God spoke through Paul to transform by renewing our minds. The preacher from Uganda wanted us to know and obey God’s will as we serve the church.  Performers from the Korean Deaf mission presented a wonderful 2-part play - about two groups of people sharing their life experience in the Korean society and the other about how a lady became a Christian. We too need to do our part and bring many new believers in our churches. God is calling us to a new horizon (Jeremiah 29:11-13).  Ttours and seminars were well organized.  Thank you.   Rev. Margaret Mukami, Kenya  (Margaret was elected President of the World Federation of Deaf Methodists.  Congratulations!)
The 2nd World Methodist Mission Conference of the Deaf in Seoul, S. Korea was a wonderful experience! Before the conference we toured downtown Seoul, toured the ancient Imperial Gyeongbokgung Palace, rode the Korean subway, attended a Korean comedy show, toured an ancient Korean Folk Village, visited a cemetery dedicated to martyred Christian missionaries, attended a traditional Korean dance and dinner theater where we were served an elaborate meal, and were treated to three lunches at one church and 2 Korean restaurants. We attended two church services, the first service at Chung Dong First Methodist Church, a hearing Korean church; and the second at the Seoul Methodist Church for the Deaf. I was very moved by the service at the Deaf church and their choir. They extended their hospitality by serving us lunch after the service. Korean food is very different from ours, but I was surprised that I liked most of it. A lot of their food is very spicy, but I avoided eating that kind. We attended the Global Conference in a beautiful mountain retreat setting. 360 Deaf and hearing from 12 different countries attended. Each country had representatives speak about their countries and missions. Some countries are still under communist rule or are primarily Muslim. Their stories of risk of persecution, torture, prison, and death for spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ really touched me. We are very lucky to have the freedom to worship God and Jesus in America. From an interpreter’s perspective, it was fascinating to watch 5 languages interpreted at the same time, and to hear 2 languages voiced at the same time. There is no language barrier with the Word of God. Before we left Korea, we toured the Korea National Arboretum near the conference center, where they have beautiful gardens and a museum. We also traveled near the DMZ, the border between North and South Korea, and toured museums and a tunnel used by the N. Koreans during the Korean War. The Koreans are a humble, respectful, friendly, and hospitable people. It was a once-in-a lifetime experience. I give God the glory that I was able to travel and be part of that conference. Toby Witte- Dix 
I truly enjoyed the trip with UMCD group to Korea. Experiencing the different countries/cultures, and worshiping God together was just awesome! Our Korean hosts were very loving and gracious to us all. I will never forget it.  I pray for the continued gatherings in the future. I know God will be in the midst of them all.  God Bless!  Sandy Saunders
Awesome Korean! Korean hearing and Deaf persons are Christians who inspired me. I noticed more churches and more DEAF Christians and pastors. The history of the Korean Village and royal palace were interesting. I learned about the De-militarized Zone (DMZ) and tunnel between N and S Korea which North Koreans dug to invade S. Korea- failed...wow! Thank Rev Joo Kang for explaining to us about that. Worship services were very good.     I noticed the rest rooms at the 2 hotels and retreat camp were different from those in the US.   Blessings to you all.  Sheila Finn from Oklahoma

Tours of Korean cultures and seeing all those pictures of the city of Seoul were a very wonderful experience, very different from those in America, even my hometown in Tulsa, Oklahoma....Only 4 of us from Tulsa group were very brave to travel there... We appreciated our trip and had a wonderful time...Also others who came was very brave to travel there........ No matter who we are, WE ARE GOD'S CHILDREN!  At the Kwanglim Seminar House were we stayed, our Korean hosts, the guests there, places we visited, the catering, and programs were all wonderful, wonderful!  Really amazing that they did very good job!! I applaud that!  While there I had food posioning from the food I ate. I really thanked Rev. Nam who gave wonderful blessing prayers for me and others.  ONE MORE TIME.... I FELT VERY BLESSED THAT OUR SEOUL HOSTS WERE VERY RESPECTFUL AND HONORED US AND OTHERS...........AMEN TO THAT!  Karen Harrell,  Pres. SCJ-UMCD.  

Hi ya'll.   Just wanted to tell you that we went on a tour with Rev. Park, who grew up in Korea and was our tour guide.  We went to Gyeongbokgung Palace which was built about 750 years ago.  We also went to the Chung Dong First Methodist Church, and learned about Henry G. Appenzeller, which I read a story  about him on a computer website and it was really  interesting.  Also, we stayed at the Kwanglim Seminar House, which was a retreat center owned by the Korean Methodist Church.  I met my friends from who went to Baltimore in 2005. I was so happy to see them again.  I had a great time there.  The Third Tunnel at the DMZ that we visited was really eerie to me as it was so real.   THANK GOD FOR OUR SAFE TRIP!  Barbara Smith from TX, V.P. SCJ-UMCD 
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UMCD President’s Report
Hi Everyone! Remember to celebrate Jesus Christ each and every day, through your prayers, your presence, your gifts, and your service. I have several news items that I want to share with you.
First of all, I want to apologize for not having a UMCD newsletter out for a while.  I hope we can resume having a newsletter 2 or 3 times a year.  I want to thank Mary Jane Kenyon for doing our UMCD newsletters in the past. We now need a new editor.  If you are interested in becoming an editor of our UMCD newsletter, please email me at dmj730@comcast.net.  
I want to thank you for re-electing me as your UMCD President. Our current officers are:
President – Dan Kenyon

Vice-President – Rev. Tom Hudspeth

Secretary – Pat Lancet

Treasurer – Linda Ford

Our term ends in 2013.

As you can see on previous pages, 26 UMCD members and friends enjoyed a weeklong trip to Seoul Korea, joining about 350 other people.  UMCD members and friends who went on this trip were:  UMCD Pres. Dan Kenyon, Sec’y. Pat Lancet, Treasurer Rev. Tom Hudspeth, Rev. Marian Anderson of PA; J. D. Smalley of W.VA; family of Dave, Jeanne, Michael, and Andrew Maddox, LaSander Saunders, Roy and Carrie White. Toby Witte-Dix all from MD; Barbara Reynolds of FL; Karen Harrell, Shiela Finn, Linda and Ashley Ford all from OK; Rev. Wineva Hankamer and Barbara Smith of TX; Rev. Diana Willams, Michelle Beaudry, Tom and Penny Posedly all from AZ; and Rev. Margaret Mukami and Joseph Lawes of Kenya.  VP Rev. Joo Kang and Rev. DaeHwa Park translated from Korean to English.  Our trip was very inspring! 
I hope that you will save or do fund-raising projects to collect money for your international trip to Kenya in 2013.  Some of you informed me that you couldn’t go to Korea because your church did not have money to pay your way.  Churches still have money problems today.  So, I strongly recommend that you do fund-raising projects so that you can go to Kenya in 2013.  For ideas on raising money, go to our UMCD webpage, www.UMCD.org, click on ‘News’, scroll down ¾ of the page, and click on "Fun Ways to Fund Raise for Individuals or Groups"  Have your church members, family and friends help you!!  Don’t miss out!! 
Lastly, UMCD will be having its biennial conference on July 29-31, 2011, at Lake Junaluska, NC. More information below.  DON’T MISS THIS!!!

UMCD Conference

July 29-31, 2011, UMCD will join in celebrating the 40th anniversary of Deaf Ministries in Western North Carolina Conference, held in Lake Junaluska, NC. There will be workshops and other activities.  Bishop Peggy Johnson of the Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware Conferences will be our guest speaker.  Also, we will be sharing plans for our 3rd global UMCD conference to be held in Kenya in 2013.  Our hosts provided some information on sight-seeing before or after our conference.  

For more information, agenda, registration details, and instructions, please go to www.UMCD.org.  If you have any questions, please email Beverly Maulden at bmaulden@ctc.net or Elizabeth Gobble at preacherswife963@bellsouth.net. 
Hurry and register!  Join with us!  Come one!  Come all!  See you all there!!
Former UMCD Pres. Candis Shannon

It is with deep sadness that UMCD, and those who loved Candis Shannon, lost a wonderful person.  She was 57 when she passed away on November 10, 2009 of lung cancer. As a child, she was exposed to dangerous asbestos due to her father's employment in the ship building industry; he came home each day covered with asbestos, and the children had no way of avoiding contamination.  She was from Fairbanks, AK.

 

Candis served one term as President of UMCD from 2001 to 2005.  As UMCD Vice-President at the time, I was deeply touched by Candis while she was UMCD President.  She led UMCD during a time of turmoil between signing and non-signing people within UMCD.  She struggled between having a UMCD all- inclusivity that included everybody and having a UMCD that meets the signing community needs.  She believed in inclusivity, but she believed that the needs and concerns of non-signing versus signing deaf and hard of hearing people were (and are) way different.  
Candis told me that it makes more sense to her to let each have their own group.   She was courageous as President to restore UMCD to signing deaf and hard of hearing (as well as hearing) people. Under her leadership, UMCD rewrote the By-Laws to make things clear about returning UMCD to the signing community, and that was the major accomplishment of her term as UMCD President.  She was instrumental in having the first Global UMCD conference in 2005 in Baltimore, MD and the beginnings of the Global UMCD.  

 

Candis was also President of  UMCD-WJ and served the United Methodist Committee on the Ministries of the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, Late- Deafened, and Deaf-Blind. 

To those who knew Candis, she touched each one of us in her own special way.  It was a honor and privilege to work with Candis.  We will remember Candis’ leadership of UMCD with deep appreciation and respect.  We will miss her greatly.  
If you wish to contribute in her memory, please send your donation to our UMCD Treasurer, Linda Ford.  Thank you.

Dan Kenyon
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New Pastors for Maryland Deaf Churches

Two Deaf churches in Maryland received two new pastors.  They are Rev. Lisa Jordan and Rev. Sandi E. Johnson.

Lisa is the new pastor of Magothy UMC of the Deaf in Pasadena, MD.  She replaced Rev Joo Hai Kang, who was appointed to a Presbyterian church in South Korea.  Lisa is also serving Christ UMC of the Deaf (Christ Deaf Church) and Deaf Shalom Zone.   She is from Hagerstown, MD and graduated from West Virginia University.  She attended Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC where she received her Master of Divinity degree.  
She has been married to her husband, Marcus for 7 years.  Said Lisa:  “It is a blessing to be able to minister with the congregation of Magothy UMC of the Deaf. Together we hope to reach more people with the love of Jesus Christ.”

 

Rev. Sandi Johnson became pastor at Christ Deaf Church in Baltimore, MD in August 2009.  She brings a passion for sharing the good news of Jesus Christ as well as a lifetime of training and experience to her role as Pastor.  Prior to ordination, Sandi earned a Bachelor of Arts in Deaf Psychology from Loretto Heights College (now Regis University) and a Master of Social Work from the University of Denver where she received additional certification as a Marriage and Family Therapist. Sandi was a therapist at a state psychiatric hospital, maintained a private counseling practice, was an Employee Assistance Program (EAP) therapist, and directed a state program to ensure access to drug and alcohol treatment for the Deaf and hard of hearing. 

Sandi is also a certified interpreter. She taught workshops across the country on interpreting in educational, medical, legal and religious settings.  Upon hearing God's call to ordained ministry, Sandi entered Iliff School of Theology where she earned a Master of Divinity degree and recognition as a United Methodist Scholar. She is in her final year of study for a Doctorate of Ministry at Saint Paul School of Theology in Wesleyan Spirituality and Church Leadership. She served several churches in Colorado before she came to Baltimore.  She also works with Deaf Shalom Zone.

Sandi uses her vast experience in sign language interpretation to coach and mentor interpreters.  Her skills in social work and counseling find good use in providing pastoral care for congregation members and training laity in skill of lay helping ministries.  Mission is one of Sandi's passions and she went on missions to Kenya, Romania, Honduras and Russia, and trips to the Holy Land. A bit closer to home, Sandi has lead mission teams to the Mountain Ute Indian Reservation, McCurdy School in Espanola, NM and was an adult leader on the Middle High Youth Mission trip to Oklahoma and rebuilding teams to New Orleans. These experiences provide insight into her role as facilitator and "cheer leader" to those seeking a one time or multi trip mission work. 

Sandi and her husband Mark, also a United Methodist clergy person, have seven children and eleven grandchildren.  When Sandi is not at the church, she enjoys reading, theatre, baking, golf, playing with her dogs, and spoiling her grandchildren.
Sandi will be leading one of the workshops at the 2011 UMCD conference in Lake Junaluska, NC July 29 – 31, 2011.  
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       Smile!  God loves you!

New NorthEast Jurisdiction Leaders
UMCD-NEJ conference met on March 20, 2010. Karen Miller was elected as the new NorthEast Jurisdiction President, replacing Darlene Koontz.  Karen has helped start 3 Deaf ministries in Delaware.  LaSanders Saunders Christ UMC of the Deaf was elected NEJ Vice-President..  Bishop Peggy Johnson was the guest speaker.  About 50 people attended.

SEJ President’s Report 

Hello all,

 We had great time at SCJ at Cypress United Methodist Church, in northwest Houston and seen few new faces. Hope they can come grow with us! We have newcomer of Dee Mathes  Director Deaf Ministry in Fort Smith, Arkansas.. Welcome Dee!   Other newcomers came...Welcome!

SCJ elected officers _

President~~~Karen Harrell of Tulsa, OK

V.President - Barbara Smith of Seadrift, TX

Treasure - Sheila Finn of Grove, OK

Secretary - Wesley Brownlenoir of Dallas, TX

Youth Cordinator - Dee Mathes of Fort Smith, AR

Next SCJ meeting will be held in Fort Smith, Arkansas in October 2012 Dee will decide which weekend in October. Spread the word! We would like see more Deaf/HOH and other come and grow with us! Not watch, but grow with us. Of course Interpreters and Pastors for the Deaf are welcome!

Blessing In HIS Hands,

Karen Harrell

Pres. SCJ

Tulsa, Oklahoma

This issue only has news from the NEJ, SCJ, and WJ. If you have news concerning your ministry or church, your annual conference, past events, coming events, pictures, etc., please share them with UMCD members and send your news to dmj730@comcast.net for our next UMCD Newsletter. We want to hear from you! Thank you.
Have You Sign Up with UMCD’s Group Email Service? 
If you haven’t yet sign up to our UMCD group email or if you have a new email address, please email Rev. Rick Springer your new email address, at umc.deaf.ministry@sbcglobal.net if you wish to be added to this UMCD group email list. Don’t be left out!
You are welcome to join UMCD or renew your membership or make a donation. Please complete the form at the end of the newsletter and send your dues and/or donations to our treasurer, Linda Ford. Thank you!
Announcements

June 27 – 29, 2011 – United Deaf ASL Camp at Camp Shoal Creek in Scranton, AR.  Theme:  “Meeting the needs of the Deaf Youth of today." Opened to all youths from 3rd grade to 12th grade.  Limited to 80 youths.  Cost:  FREE.  For more information and registration, please go to http://www.missionumc.com/mdcc-camp.html.  Contact Kerry@BKScott.us. 
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Executive Officers
President: Dan Kenyon
dmj730@comcast.net 
Vice-President: Rev. Tom Hudspeth
thudspeth@llumc.org
Secretary: Pat Lancet
pklancet@yahoo.com 
Treasurer:  Linda Ford
uglyjug@yahoo.com 
Jurisdiction Presidents
NCJ Vice-President: Rev. Elke Sharma  
pastorelke@yahoo.com
NEJ President: Karen Miller
watunya@verizon.net
SCJ President: Karen Harrell
Kiharrell57@aol.com 
SEJ President: Toni Parrish
THPDeaf@aol.com
WJ President: Rev. Diana Williams
native.signer.pastor@cox.net 
Int’l. Conf. President: Vacant
Committee Chairs
Archives and History - Francine Kenyon
fmkyn@yahoo.com 
Church Promotion Deaf Ministries - Karen Harrell
Kiharrell57@aol.com 
Church Promotion of Late-Deafened
and Hard of Hearing - Rev. Elke Sharma
pastorelke@yahoo.com
Communications Technology - Rev. Rick Springer
UMC.Deaf.Ministry@sbcglobal.net 
Interpreter Committee - Michelle Menefee
mlmenefee@sbcglobal.net 
Membership Roster - Rev. Bob Vaughn
rvaughn@infionline.net 
Youth Ministry - vacant
Other Officers
Past President: Lee Painter
Chowan14@juno.com 
Newsletter Editor:  Dan Kenyon
dmj730@comcast.net 
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UMCD Membership and Endowment Fund
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UMCD established the Endowment Fund for the purpose of encouraging local churches to develop new ministries with those who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, Late Deafened or Deaf-Blind. Your donation to the Endowment is a sign of support and challenge to United Methodists.  If you did not attend the 2007 UMCD conference and want to renew your membership or if you want to join UMCD, you may use the form below. Please send your tax-deductible UMCD Membership and/or Endowment Fund donation to the address below.  Many thanks!!
Help the Endowment Fund Grow!
__________________________________​_____________________________________
UMCD Membership and Donations  
Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Telephone: ________________________   Voice/TTY (Circle which applicable)
Email: _________________________________________
$ _________ UMCD Dues ($10.00 per year or $20 for 2 years)
$ _________ Donation to Endowment Fund
$ _________ Donation for _________________
$ _________ Total Enclosed
Make your check payable to UMCD, memo “Membership” and/or “Endowment Fund”
Mail To:
Linda Ford, Treasurer
Asbury UMC
6767 South Mingo Road, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133
Thank you for supporting the United Methodist Congress of the Deaf.  
